CHRISTMAS EVE

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 4:00 p.m.

GATHERING MUSIC Canon in D Pachelbel

Ryan Granzow, cello

CHRISTMAS BELL
PRELUDE God Is With Us Kirkpatrick
Becky Netherland, soloist
INTROIT Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Bell Choir
WELCOME

*CHRISTMAS PRAYER (unison)

Eternal God, by the birth of Jesus Christ you gave yourself to the world.
Grant that, being born in our hearts, he may save us from all our sins and restore
within us the image and likeness of our Creator, to whom be everlasting praise
and glory, world without end. Amen.

*CAROL Angels We Have Heard On High 238
LIGHTING THE ADVENT AND CHRIST CANDLE Tharp Family
Response Light the Advent Candle 2090, vs. 5

TIME FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS Beth Peterson
(sung as the children come forward)
Response We Wish You a Merry Christmas (3x)

And a Blessed Christmas Eve!

MUSIC What Child Is This?
Lindsay Kleckner, soloist
POEM In the Manger Mary Oliver

MUSIC The First Noel / Pachelbel Canon
Maddie and Beth Peterson, flutists

*GOSPEL Luke 2:4-7 and John 1:1-14
SERMON In the Beginning Rev. Eun-Hye Choi
MUSIC O Holy Night

Brielle Doherty and Keira Read
*CAROL It Came upon the Midnight Clear 218

LITANY OF CHRISTMAS
Prayer cards are available in the pews.
If you have a special prayer request, please write it on the card
and place it in the offering baskets at the exits.
Leader: In the beginning and in the midst of darkness, God spoke.
All: Let there be light.
Leader: In the beginning was the Word. And the Word came and dwelt
among us. And the Word was the light of all peoples.
All: Let there be light.
Leader: We light our candles, knowing that the One who is the source and
promise of all light is the One whose birth we celebrate.
All: Let there be light.
Leader: We are here to seek a little light by which we can see, by which we
can live, by which we can love.
All: Let there be light.
Leader: We need to know that we are part of something greater than the
flicker of our own little candles. We long to be assured that the light of
Christ is with us even in the moment.
All: Let there be light.
Leader: So, we light our candles in gratitude for the love and light that shine
through the babe born in Bethlehem who became the Redeemer of us all.
All: Let there be light.
Leader: May we be so emboldened as to share the love of God with a world
longing for light and hope, purpose, and love. May our actions and
generosity shine in a world under the shadow of despair.
All: Let there be light.
Leader: We join the chorus of those whose carols have echoed through the
years -- “O come to us, abide in us, our Lord, Emmanuel.”
All: Let there be light.



The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.

*CAROL Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 240
COMMUNITY LIFE AND MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

OFFERING OUR THANKS AND OURSELVES

*SHARING THE LIGHT

*CAROL Silent Night, Holy Night 239
*BENEDICTION

PASSING OF GOD’S PEACE

*CAROL Joy to the World 246
POSTLUDE The Little Drummer Boy

*congregation is invited to stand if it is comfortable to do so

PASTOR: Rev. Eun-Hye Choi

ORGANIST: Cindy Applebee

CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR: Beth Peterson
USHER: Curtis Corbige

Glenview United Methodist Church
727 Harlem Avenue, Glenview, IL
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