January, 2021

Dear friends,
Year 2020 was not a usual
year. It was a difficult, confusing, strange, and frustrating
year. When we close year
2020, I hope we grieve fully
over what we have lost,
missed, and struggled with in
this year before we welcome
the new year. We grieve that
we cannot see each other in
person and cannot visit families and friends. We grieve lost
lives, jobs, gatherings, common meals, celebrations and
many more. I encourage you
and myself to grieve and to
lament for all of them before
we gaze hope for the new
year. Also, I hope that we forgive each other for whatever it
was that caused pain in each
other. Then, we remember what has sustained and
strengthened us through this difficult year. I believe it is our God who provides our daily needs,
comforts and heals our wounds and hurts, and refreshes us with new strength, vision and hope. We
give thanks to God.

and difficult. But we learned in
year 2020 that life can change
suddenly, things can happen
out of our control, but we can
be resilient, strong, kind, and
generous. You have proven
that to me. Our new year’s
resolutions might not be
glamorous because we know
what still lies ahead of us. But
I believe our new year’s resolutions might be truer and
more sincere. I hope our new
year’s resolutions include being thankful for everything
and everyone in our lives, to
be true to ourselves and to
God, to be patient with people who have different opinions, and to be kind to each
other.
As we close year 2020, I hold a
deep gratitude for you, for your steadfast faith, and
for your generous prayers and gifts for the ministries
of our church. I believe your faith and generosity are
known to God and may God bless you abundantly.
Happy New Year and be healthy, safe, and strong!
Eun-Hye Cho, pastor

I pray that we keep our faith and hope high when we
welcome the new year. Year 2021 will be still hard

Let us remember the following
members in our prayers.
Judy Knoblock, Elsie Westman
Please let us know if there is a
concern in your family.
Pastor Eun-Hye: Echoi@glenviewumc.org or
Office@glenviewumc.org

New Year, New Book, and New Group!
Wednesday evening Bible study group will read and
study the Book of Romans
Beginning January 6, 2021 at 7pm.

We have been supporting the Whose Birthday Is It,
Anyway? gift giving program for the last 35 years!!!
This mission has given Christmas gifts to countless
children, young adults and seniors over those years,
many times being the only gift that person received.
This year was no exception, albeit being so different
from years past. All the names were taken quickly
and gift cards all arrived in time for delivery to the
agencies. (We were also able to help our GUMYouth
by using Scrips.) THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR
GENEROSITY!!!
Sue and Ken Ready have managed this program for
our church and accomplished it with amazing
organization and care and love from beginning to
end. We are sorry to say that Sue and Ken have
decided to retire from this position after all these
years, mostly due to the fact they have moved to
Antioch. They will be sorely missed when we do this
program again in the future. Sue and Ken, please
know how much you are appreciated and thank you
sincerely for all your hard work and long hours over
all these past many years.

Paul’s letter to the early Christians in Rome is the
most significant letter in the history of Christianity.
The impact of the book of Romans on Christian
belief, behavior, spirituality, and worship has been
profound. The group will read two or three chapters
of the book each week. There is no textbook
required to purchase. Contact Pastor Choi at
echoi@glenviewumc.org to receive the Zoom link
before the starting date. Anyone, regardless of Bible
study experience is welcome.

Coins and singles in the virtual offering plate
January, February and March: Wesley Child Care.
Please donate on line at www.glenviewumc.org/
donate-online using the “other” option and specify
Loose Coins. Or you can mail a check to the church
with “Loose Coins Wesley” in the memo area.
Wesley’s Scholarship Assistance Program is
committed to providing financial assistance to
families in need of quality child care. This program
assists low-income families and in other instances
helps families in need due to a loss of a family
member, health issues, or other short term
emergency. Since full paying families do not
subsidize families on scholarship, Wesley must
depend on contributions from a variety of other
sources. Wesley provides nearly 60 scholarships
annually.

Happy New Year! Although most people might be beyond ready to say good bye and good riddance to 2020
(including us), it wasn’t all bad. We have so many things we can look back on and smile about. Being online for
GUMY last March and April gave us the opportunity to explore technology a bit, and we discovered that we could
have a great time learning and playing online games together. As the days got a bit warmer in May, we were able
to meet in person outdoors. That carried us not only through the summer months but also into the fall, and we
always found a good reason to incorporate a walk to the Dairy Bar into whatever activity we had planned. In
October we turned Crop Walk into a walk/geocaching event! We had the largest group of youth that we can
remember participating and raised a lot of money for a very good cause, doing service AND having fun together!
As the days got cooler and the sun set earlier we were able to move back inside Social Hall while wearing masks
and staying socially distanced, but at least we were together! We really appreciated just being a part of our GUMY
community! Many kids mentioning that getting off their screens and being with friends each Sunday was a
highlight of their week. Beth and I felt exactly the same way! Thanks to all of you for your energy and eternal
optimism! As Covid rates began to spike again in November we were back online meeting with Confirmation and
HS GUMY. Although not anyone’s first choice, we make the best of it! We are a resilient bunch! With no
extravagant Christmas Program this year due to the pandemic, we would like to thank the DeBakers, Espinos and
Potters for our Advent readings and candle lighting along with the telling of the Christmas story each Sunday in
December. With the promise of a vaccine being available to everyone by spring, we can hopefully see the light at
the end of the tunnel!
Here are a few dates to keep on your calendars..as always, use a pencil..and maintain flexibility.
Sunday January 3rd No GUMY or Confirmation we encourage families to participate in worship (most likely online)
and take communion together
Sunday January 10th GUMY and Confirmation meet at 4:30pm (most likely online)
Sunday January 17th GUMY and Confirmation meet at 4:30pm (most likely online)
Sunday January 24th GUMY and
Confirmation meet at 4:30pm (most likely
online)
Sunday January 31st GUMY and
Confirmation meet at 4:30pm (most likely
online)
As always, keep your eye on your inbox for
our weekly E-blasts and GUMY Weekend
Updates!
Peace!
Greg and Beth

Are you stressed,
alone, anxious,
worried or just need
to talk to others.
Please join our
Thursday
Confidential ZOOM support group. Meet with Pastor
Eun-Hye Choi and others who share your concerns.
Thursday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. Email Pastor Choi to
get the zoom link. echoi@glenviewumc.org

Welcome to 2021!
And what a year it will be. I'm trying to forget the word "unprecedented" since I heard it so many times in 2020!
Last year, my New Year's Resolutions were to travel more and be more social. Ha! That didn't work out so well.
As I was sorting through some books recently, I came across a book called Celebration of Discipline, and as I was
flipping through, the chapter entitled Solitude caught my eye (since we've had so much of that lately!)
"Reorientation and goal setting do not need to be cold and calculating as some suppose. Goals are discovered, not
made. God delights in showing us exciting new alternatives for the future. Perhaps as you enter into a listening
silence the joyful impression to learn how to weave or how to make pottery emerges. Does that sound too earthy,
too unspiritual a goal? God is intently interested in such matters. Are you?.... Maybe five years from now you
would like to be qualified to work with handicapped children. Does choosing these goals sound like a sales
manipulation game? Of course not. It is merely setting a direction for your life. You are going to go somewhere,
so how much better to have a direction that has been set by communion with the Divine Centre."
I'd like to think that this year of pandemic solitude was "communion with the Divine Centre" and a "listening
silence", though for me, it seemed chaotic, filled with anxiety and uncertainty. And despite the troubling aspects
of this pandemic, I believe that God will still lead us to discover new goals, new dreams, and new directions. It
seems we will slowly be emerging from our monastic lives in the next few months. As that happens, let us open
our hearts to the new world and the new possibilities that await us.
May you and yours have a Blessed New Year!
Heidi

Join us for ZOOM Sunday School, every Sunday morning at
9:30a.m.. Watch for my weekly emails with all the details for
Sunday. If you are not receiving my emails, please contact me
at hortiz@glenviewumc.org.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!

Here are our January birthdays and anniversaries. If you have a January birthday or anniversary and
your name is not listed, please call the church office so we can update our records.
1/1 Creed Kowski

1/1 Joanne Richter

1/5 Samantha Welter

1/7 Jim Gernady

1/8 Barbara Cordell

1/8 Nicholas Cordell

1/9 Fulton Vasquez

1/10 Korey Holzhueter

1/11 Kevin Slobodecki

1/11 Ken Welter

1/12 Pat Glass

1/12 Judy Neuberger

1/12 Kristin Slobodecki

1/14 Renelle Agriopoulos

1/14 Lil Strezishar

1/16 Ethel Doyle

1/17 Priscilla Nutt

1/18 Julie Radman

1/19 David Randle

1/19 Tom Tobin

1/21 Howard Tweddle, III

1/22 Jacob Risley

1/27 Grace Murphy

1/29 Barb Galarza

1/29 Sarane Siewerth

1/31 Melanie Cummings

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
1/18 Judy and Damian Neuberger
1/22 Joanne and Larry Brand

ON NEW YEAR’ DAY WE CELEBRATE
THE START OF A BRAND NEW YEAR…
WE TREAT THE DAY LIKE IT DESERVES
SOME SPECIAL KIND OF CHEER!

BUT LET’S GET REAL! IT’S JUST A DAY!
LIKE THE DECEMBER DAAY BEFORE,
AND THAT’S A CALL TO CELEBRATE…
FOR GOD’S GIVEN US ONE MORE!

From Finance Committee
With your help GUMC can finish this year strong! The
total income of our church including giving and space
sharing donations have been steady so far, but we lost
two big fundraising incomes this year. Considering the
difficulties of this year, the Finance Committee secured
the Payroll Protection Plan last June, and the StaffParish Relation Committee reduced expenses on staff
salaries. These actions helped to stabilize our church
finance. We thank staff members for their sacrificial
services and the leaders of GUMC for their wise and
faithful leadership.
We hope you consider these three things to help the church close year 2020 strong.
1. If your circumstances allow, please consider to give your charitable year ending giving to GUMC. Some ideas
of giving and moving forward in 2021 are included in this newsletter. The resource is provided by the United
Methodist Foundation of Northern Illinois Conference. If you have any question about it, please contact Pastor
Chris Walters at chrispwalters@gmail.com.
2. Please return your pledge card for 2021 even though you give online.
3. If you are not yet using online giving, please consider moving your giving to online or direct giving from your
bank. It is safe, easy and convenient for you and helps the church. With any question about online giving
please contact the church office.
Thank you!

Bob and Joann Rothermel,
have moved from
Northbrook to: 4800
Highway A1A, Apt. 404
Vero Beach, FL 32963-1224

New phone for Ed and
Meg Pyterek 224-213-7210.

You may pick up your box of 2021 offering envelopes
in the office during the month of December. These
will not be mailed. Thank you!

Great Opportunity!

With church worship being online only now, the
Production Crew of GUMC (Ed Porrett) is looking for
a few good people to join the crew. Help Ed behind
the scenes to bring GUMC into the homes of all it’s
members, friends and guests. No prior experience is
necessary. Time commitment is 9:00—11:00 on
Sunday. There’s one great perk… you get to worship
in person in the sanctuary! Please call or email the
church office for more information. It’s a fun and
easy way to be involved in GUMC!
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Following the loving example of Jesus
Christ, we affirm the inherent worth and
dignity of every person as a beloved child
of God. We welcome into the life and
ministry of Glenview United Methodist
Church all persons of every age, ability,
race, gender identity, ethnicity, nationality, marital status, sexual orientation, family configuration, or socioeconomic or
employment status.
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online at:
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Ring in the New Year with firecrackers, champagne,
confetti as well as happy New Year wishes! The New
Year starts out with a fresh start, new opportunities and
a cheerful sense of rejuvenation. We make New Year’s
resolutions with the aim of improving ourselves and our
relationships. On this day, we express our love, respect,
gratitude and appreciation to our church family, as well
as, sending you well wishes for the New Year. We
share in this spirit of renewal with you and look forward to another year of growing,
playing and serving with you all. Happy New Year from the staff at Glenview United
Methodist Church.
Pastor Eun-Hye Choi

Kathy Heetland

Doris Stengl

Tom Tobin

Janet Ferrone

Michel Agriopolous

Heidi Ortiz

Annette Johnson

Greg Peterson

Jim Locke

Beth Peterson

Augustine Tejeda

